INFORMATION & PROGRAMME
21 April 2021 on GatherTown #CMSGather
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GATHER: INFORMATION & PROGRAMME
We’re so excited you’re able to join us for Gather. As you know we’re hosting it on the
web-based platform GatherTown. We’ve designed a virtual festival, with fun interactive
venues, great line-ups and a host of interactive spaces.
This guide has been designed to help you navigate the event and platform. Do check
out the GatherTown user guide, and feel free to logon and check out GatherTown from
7am onward on the day . We hope you have a fantastic time at Gather. Be sure to tag us
on Instagram, Facebook & Twitter #CMSGather.

In this pack you’ll find:
> GatherTown user guide
> GatherTown map
> Gather at a Glance
> Gather Programme
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GATHERTOWN GUIDE

What you need:
•

A desktop/laptop with a mic and camera.

•

A web browser (Chrome or Firefox recommended).

•

We strongly recommend using headphones to help prevent feedback. - That’s it! There’s nothing to install, no software to download.

How it works:
•

Gather is a video chat platform that has avatars move around a map. As you get close to other avatars, your videos will pop up and you
will be able to chat.

•

Move around the space using the arrow keys.

•

By moving your avatar around you can have spontaneous conversations with those around you. These can be either one-on-one or small
groups depending on how many people are around your avatar.

•

When your avatar moves closer to an interact-able object, it will glow yellow and there will be a notification that shows up saying ‘Press x
to interact with -object-’. This can range from informational flyers, playable arcade games, integrated Zoom meetings, and more!

Technical difficulties:
•

Refreshing the page will fix most things!

•

If that doesn’t work, try muting and unmuting your mic and camera in Gather. - Check if your browser permitted camera and mic access

•

Additional troubleshooting at https://gather.town/video-issues
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Icon explanation:
Change your avatar character and clothing
Mini map to preview the space you’re in
Emotes that appear above your avatar.
Opens the settings menu:
- Change Name
- Change Audio/Video Devices
- Respawn takes you back to the entrance

Not-So-Obvious Features:
Here are some things you might find useful but aren't immediately obvious.
There is a messaging feature that allows you to message people in four ways:
1. individually by clicking on their name in the participant panel,
2. locally to the people you are video chatting with,
3. room chat (must be requested) with all the people in the current room you are in,
4. globally to all the people in your map.
•

There is a locate feature to find others by clicking their name in the participant panel.
The participant panel is the bottom-mot option in your toolbar on the left.

•

Interaction distance is also sometimes altered by designated private spaces (a square
on the floor with chairs round it acts as a private space). This allows conversations to
only include people inside that space.

•

Want to full screen someone else’s video? Just click on their video.

•

Talking to a group of people? Click the down arrows entered below the videos to shift
into grid view.
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• Log in and enter your password (info received through email)
• You can enter you name at this point, and select your devices
such as your camera and microphone. Click on “Join the
Gathering”
• Upon entry, you will be in the entrance to the festival.
• Use your mouse or keyboard (arrow keys) to walk around the
space. You will be automatically connected by video and audio
when you are in certain proximity to someone else.
• Walk up the stairs and through the ‘black’ entrance
• You are now on the festival site (see next slide for site map)
• If you are having problems logging on check your internet
connection and your browser. Remember this is a website
refreshing often solves the problem.
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GATHERTOWN: SITE MAP
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Worship

Worship

Worship

Research
Lounge

The
Oratory

11:00- Session 1
11:45
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Session 1
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Session 3

Session 3
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Eve event
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GATHER WORSHIP

Liminal : Narnia inspired worship at 10:30am
This creative time of reflection will explore the pioneer's call to live in liminal space, particularly as
we begin to transition out of the pandemic. Led by James Fox Robinson.
Venue: Breathe

Worship in the glade at 10:30am
Paul Rose who leads Mountain Pilgrims a fresh expression in Cumbria, will lead worship in the
outdoors
Venue: The Wild Woods

God’s Children at Play at 10:30am
Join Tina Hodgett for a time of experimental, playful, participatory worship. You will need a
willingness to be spontaneous and playfully childlike, be fully involved (in possible failure), and
worship through giggling and confusion (or anything else the Spirit sends)
Venue: Mind The Gap

Maranatha Yoga at 10am
Join Pauline Steenbergen, for Marantha yoga, which is the practice of her pioneer ministry in
Cumbria. Note you have to have registered for this in advance and completed the health form. And
also note it starts at 10:00am
Venue: Panel
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Place Beyond at 4:00pm
Eddie Green who facilitates Sanctum network, and is seasoned in the practice of alternative
worship leader a session exploring place inside and outside the boundaries of online, community
and context.
Venue: Breathe

The Table at 4:00pm
Creative intercultural worship
'We are God's masterpiece' - what do you bring to the table?
Thanksgiving, reflection and prayer inspired by The Table in Southall led by Idina Dunmore
Venue: Mind The Gap

Celtic Worship at 4:00pm
An interactive celtic liturgy . A space to collect our thoughts after a long day. Led by Sarah Clarke
Venue: Panel

Worship inspired by nature at 4:00pm
Led by Sam Markusse
Venue: The Wild Woods

Labyrinth
Drop in any time to walk the labyrinth
Venue: Breathe
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Goodmakers Venue:
Do we believe we have a mandate for making the world a better place? Is so where do we begin?
Goodmakers Society is a place to be inspired, equipped and encouraged that you can make good
and mend the world.

Session 1: Mission Possible
A workshop/game that will harness your creativity for good. Work with others to create a solution
to a complex problem in record amount of time. Be prepared for fast-paced problem-solving.
Contributors: Catherine Pearson

Session 2: Stories of Innovation
Find out from this panel of Goodmakers (and Make Good alumni), their story of innovation and
how they got to launch their idea, with Q&A.
Contributors: Rev. Adam Gompertz (REVS), Rev. Cristin Cooper (Soup Church & Coop’s Soup), plus
others

Session 3: "Who Wants to be a Goodmaker-aire?”
An interactive quiz myth-busting the Goodmaker experience. See how you score and use this
opportunity to remove the barriers you have to getting your idea up and running.
Contributors: Catherine Pearson

Session 4: A new imagination for Goodmaking
Do you have an imagination for how the world can be different? Are you frustrated with attempts
to fix broken systems rather than redesigning them entirely? In this conversation we will use tools
from the world of art and culture to spark our imagination for a brave new world and inspire us to
bring change into being.
Contributors: Catherine Pearson plus special guests

Z

GATHER PROGRAMME

Tool Shed Venue:
All the sessions are designed to build towards encouraging an open source Pioneer Tool Library
(hacking great ideas so you don’t have to reinvent the wheel) that will hopefully continue to grow
well beyond the Gather space, and will help you promote and develop your own thing whilst
networking with others.
You can visit the Pioneer Tool Library and want to share your tools, or check out what’s already
there please visit https://padlet.com/NorthernMissionCentre/pioneerlibrary

Session 1: Grounded
Hacking Branding and Marketing tools to help you develop your passion into a reality. Often
thinking through your USP or the design process of developing a Brand help get to the root of what
we are doing, and unlock the creative process to get from an idea to something tangible and
useful.
Contributors: Gav Mart and John Wheatley

Session 2: Upcycling
Getting from raw material to Product /Tool. Pioneers can have 101 ideas before breakfast, come
and hear from two experienced entrepreneurs on how to make sense of the processes and tools to
get to you thinking.
Contributors: Ruth Wells interviewing Steve Baker and Gav Mart.

Session 3: Staying Sharp
Hacking Tools that help you keep your edge. In this session we will use Braveslave from Azariah
France Williams book Ghost Ship Institutional Racism in the Church of England to explore how
different creative approaches can open us to those on the edge.
Contributors: Richard Passmore and Anna Hembury

Session 4: The Great Pioneer Tool Library Hack
Introducing the library system, the tools we have added through the day and how you can add
yours, the categories already set up and how you can access them for free.
Contributors: Sarah Hulme and Richard Passmore with a series of guests introducing what they
had added to the Library so far
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Story Venue:
“What we need is not simply better gear and techniques but a story that helps us remember
another world is possible.” Reconciling All Things by Emmanuel Katongole & Chris Rice. A
storytelling tent to hear and share stories of pioneer practice. Story telling has always shaped
human meaning making, in this tent we will share ways to tell stories that change the world

Session 1: Workshop
A storytelling workshop which will introduce some techniques and give participants to practice
sharing their stories.
Contributors: Sarah Clarke and Luke Larner

Session 2: Open-mic
Welcome to the Speakeasy. An open-mic session where pioneers are invited to share their stories
from the edges and their communities.
Contributors: You, and your mates!

Session 3: Stories of Change (Advanced Workshop)
An advanced workshop on how to bring change and justice through telling stories. Storytelling and
testimony are vital components of community organising, practitioners will share examples of
stories that have brought change.
Contributors: Rachel Griffiths

Session 4: Story Time
Grab your pipe and slippers. Pioneers from a range of contexts will tell stories of hope to warm our
hearts.
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Starfish Networking Space Venue:
A place to chat with friends, view artwork in the gallery, continue conversations at a ‘purple table’
following sessions in other venues and find out more about the Starfish network and our various
specialist sub-groups.
We will have facilitated conversations at specifically designated ‘tables’ on rural pioneering,
chaplaincy, pioneering with prisoners and ex-offenders, youth, the arts and pioneers on the edge
at these times between sessions in the other venues 1-2pm, 4-5pm and 7-8pm.

Facilitators for each session:
Rural:

Peter Jones

Chaplaincy: Liane Kensett
Prisoners:

Julie Thorpe

Youth:

John Wheatley

Arts:

Sue Martyr

On the Edge: Christine Ramshaw

If you are in a venue and enoying a disucssion feel free to relocated to this venue. For Greenbelt
fans think ‘tiny tea tent’.
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Panels Venue:
A series of panel discussions exploring ideas together with a number of guests.

Session 1: Do the Maths
Resourcing pioneering is part of the practice. Post covid with resources stretched, thinking though
ways to resource pioneering is essential. Come and explore ways to do the maths.
Contributors: Shannon Hopkins, Ed Olsworth-Peter, Ann Marie-Wilson, Malaika

Session 2: Where Next for Pioneering?
Pioneering has been part of the conversation for fifteen years or so. Where have we got to and
where are we headed next?
Contributors: Jonny Baker, Ali Boulton, Steve Aisthorpe, John Wheatley

Session 3: Catching up with Pioneering Around the World
A conversation with friends and pioneers from a range of countries who are joining Gather Netherlands, Germany, USA, Korea. We know there are people from other countries too so we hope
they may join!
Contributors: Jonny Baker, Maria Herrmann, Maarten Atsma, Tim Soerens, Tae Min Kim

Session 4: Pioneering in Multicultural Contexts
Join Harvey as he explores pioneering and the place of mission in the multicultural kingdom.
Contributors: Harvey Kwiyani, Adam Martin, Idina Dunmore, Shemil Mathew.

Z

GATHER PROGRAMME

Mind the Gap Venue:
In this underground station we’re exploring a variety of gaps: between church culture and local
context... between our dreams of what we might create and the steps to realise them… between
the driven culture of much of church life and the playful work of Jesus… and between the
monoculture of church as it is and the biodiversity that is in the wild winds of change.

Session 1: A Journey Through the Pioneer Spectrum
Paul Bradbury and Tina Hodgett invite you to explore the diversity of pioneer approaches by the
means of the Pioneer Spectrum. We’ll take you on an underground journey through the emergence
of the Spectrum and give you the keys to the Spectrum Toolkit as you leave.

Session 2: Post-Covid Communities?
Has missional community come of age in a world after Covid? - Small, contextual, lay-led, agile,
attentive to the world, undemanding of resources. Paul Bradbury and John Good explore the
principles and practice of missional community using their new resource 'Table'.

Session 3: Pioneering as Playful Practice
Einstein said: ‘Play is the highest form of research.’ Join pioneers from the Diocese of Bath and
Wells who will briefly describe their pioneer practice – finding the fringes of the future - in terms of
play. They will each lead a 25-minute workshop (you choose!) in their area of playful practice.
Contributors: James Fox Robinson, Tina Hodgett, Trevor James, Rachel Spence and Lindsay Smith

Session 4: Mixed Ecology of Church: Beyond the Metaphor
Join this panel discussion on the practicalities of making the mixed ecology a reality. Chaired by
Heather Cracknell, Head of Development for Fresh Expressions in the Church of England, with Greg
Bakker and other guests.
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Breathe Venue:
A space to get away and find some space to pray. Drop in any time, stay as long as you like. There
are some stations to interact with. Do your turn your video off if you don’t want to be disturbed.
There is also a doorway through to an interactive labyrinth. This is a reworking by Grace of the St
Pauls millennium labyrinth. When you arrive do go to the instructions table to see how it works.
You exit by standing on the arrow key at the end of the labyrinth path.

Spiritual Direction :chairs located opposite Breathe venue
These sessions have been booked in advance so only go in the area if you have a slot booked.
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CMS Van:
Come and find the CMS van and chat to some of the team! We will be there at set times throughout
the day, hopefully with existing students joining in the conversation for some of those times. If you
would like to find anything out about studying with us we’ll be there to answer questions and chat.

opening times are:
10:00 - 11:00am
1:00 - 2:00pm
3:00 - 4:00 pm
5:00 - 6:00pm
7:30 - 8:0pm
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Wild Woods Venue:
In the wild wood come into the glade where people gather around campfires, to listen and
participate in sharing ideas and for some storytelling and fun in the evening. The presentations
will be held in there. We also have a tree house! Inside are some interactive stations you can use in
your own time such as the eco cycle labyrinth. Come and discover the wonder of the woods, get
lost in liminal time among the trees, experience the magic and mystery of your own becoming in
the dark and be transfigured by the rhythms and patterns of the land.
Contributors: Johnny Sertin, Gill Traverse and Rachel Summers

Session 1: Rewilding the soul
Exploring bio spirituality & sustainable transformation.
The signs are all around us and deep within us: we are fragmented. We don’t just need renewed
ideas, we need new renewed people to create and shape the communities, initiatives and
organisations that our world so desperately needs. This is a seminar introducing a spirituality that
interconnects the soul, soil and social landscape of the 21st century. It invites us to learn again
from nature.

Session 2: Connecting with the Wild
Attentive-Contemplative Practice in the Outdoors. A guided exercise introducing ways to connect
more deeply with your spiritual wild, exploring the natural and non-human world in your local
environment.

Session 3: ‘Outdoors 101’
Practical guidance and discussion on assessing the benefits and risks of offering opportunities
outdoors, focussing on working with the resources you have, not what you don’t have!

Session 4: Mindful doodling with nature
In this session you will have an opportunity to gather natural materials and then play with them
creatively, forming and reforming a mandala, a thoughtful pattern. As you get lost within the
pattern and form of nature, you will find yourself able to reflect on yourself as part of God's
creation.
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Research Lounge Venue:
Come and hear current students speak briefly about their own research into pioneering and
contextual mission. Each person will speak for around 5 minutes and then there will be
conversation around the ideas. Come ready to listen, learn and bring along your own ideas!

Session 1: Research Presentations
Sally Rush: Contextual Story Telling
Morna Simpson: Contextual Story Telling
James Fox-Robinson: ‘Contemplative Action: a missional ethos’

Session 2: Research Presentations
Luke Larner: Missional Kenosis: towards prophetic dialogue and intersectional solidarity
Joseph Ola: A Missiology for a Youthful Continent

Session 3: Research Presentations
Paul Bradbury: "Wilding the church - ecclesial reimagination from the margins."
Diana Greenfield: Reimagining Mission from an outsider perspective - Pagan and Christian
conversation through the lens of Brigid - Goddess & Saint
Ian Mobsby: Reimagining mission from an outsider perspective: the place of Contemplative
Encounter

Session 4: Research Presentations
Berdine van den Toren-Lekkerkerker: “Some are more equal than others….. inequality, can we
overcome it?”
Paul Ayokunle: Church Growth Factors of African Diaspora Churches in Liverpool."
Damilola Abraham: 'Christ in African Indigenous Prophetic and Charismatic Movements.'
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The Oratory Venue:
A series of Ted talk type presentations (15 mins) with local and international speakers and a time
for Q and A with the 2 speakers afterwards.

Session 1: Talks
Jonny Baker: Pioneer Practice

Session 2: Talks
Harvey Kwiyani: Pioneering after Empire
Sabrina Mueller: Lived Theology - Impulses for a Pastoral Theology of Empowerment

Session 3: Talks
Lusa Nsenga-Ngoy: ‘Dreams of what we were: Afrofuturism as decolonised imagination.’
Tamie Davis: ‘Emic perspectives on Tanzanian prosperity gospel’

Session 4: Talks
Steve Bevans: "Writing a Missionary Ecclesiology."
Melody Wachsmuth: Curiosity as a tool of the Holy Spirit: My journey into ministry alongside the
Roma.

Z

GATHER EVENING PROGRAMME

Quiz
19:30-20:20
World Poetry Slam Champion Harry Baker has had to put live gigs on hold for the last year. As well as doing online performances and finally
getting on with writing his next collection, he has got way too obsessed with the BBC show Only Connect and writing quiz rounds of his own,
so is thrilled to be able to show off that skill in a semi-professional capacity at Gather.
Venue: Story

Performance cafe
20:30-22:00
An evening of music, poetry, art, dance and an open mic compered and curated by Katy Partridge and Tim Watson. There will be
performances from various artists including: Esther Cleverley, Ali Mulroy, Grace Thomas, Ruth Wells, Gav Mart and a headline set from Harry
Baker. There will also be opportunities to share a poem or song as part of the Open Mic night, so be prepared to bring something to share for
a few minutes.
Venue: Panel

Cocktail Lounge
21:00-22>00
Cocktail lounge with tunes from DJ Steve Leach. Mix your own cocktail
Venue: Starfish
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Campfire and Marshmallows
20:30-22:00
Set up a real fire, or create yourself one indoors with sticks and battery powered tealights. As we sit around our own fires, we will be drawn
together in their glow. Bring a story, or a song, a riddle or a question, and we'll sit and chat as the sun goes down. Marshmallows optional.
Venue: Wild Woods

Labyrinth
Drop in any time to walk the labyrinth
Venue: Breathe

